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May 2011God’s word is a lamp to my feet and
a light for my path.  Psalm 119:105

    Immanuel
Lighthouse

Did you know that May is “National 
Hamburger Month”? I suspect this is 
because it’s also “National Barbecue 

Month” as well. Memorial Day comes at the 
end of May and really marks the beginning of 
the summer season. For me, a good barbecued 

hamburger is really hard to beat. Living in the more temperate 
Portland where barbecuing is a year round prospect, I’ve come to 
enjoy grilled meat in January, even if it is between rain storms!
	 But I need to get back to hamburgers. Hamburgers, good ones 
anyway, are mostly meat. As far as sandwiches go, it’s probably 
the most meat centered one out there. So much of a good 
hamburger relies on what kind of meat you put into it. Of course 
the bun and condiments are important, but let’s be honest, we’re 
really only looking at the meat. This fact inspired Wendy’s founder 
Dave Thomas, a Christian by the way, to run an ad campaign 
asking “Where’s the Beef?”  If you go to a restaurant, you might 
notice now that they actually advertize what type of beef, or 
other meats too, are in the house burger. Some restaurants even 
go so far as to order custom grinds and combinations of ground 
meat for their burgers.
	 What’s all this have to do with anything other than your 
pastor’s love of both grilled beef and culinary trivia? Our faith is 
like a hamburger. No, not greasy and high in cholesterol. Our faith 
is really all about one thing, Jesus. Oh, there are other parts to 
our faith, other important things. But at the heart and soul of our 
faith is Jesus Christ, and him crucified for our sins. If we have all 
the trappings of personal piety and have not Jesus we’re about as 
disappointing as an empty bun. Where’s the meat?
	 Wimpy is famous for promising to pay Tuesday for a hamburger 
today. That’s no way to live our lives of faith. We have Jesus 
yesterday, today, and forever. Let us not allow ourselves to be put 
off for the sake of easy gratification. Our faith is only about Jesus 
and we demand, as the Greeks did of Philip, to see Jesus. He is 
the center of our faith and gives substance to our lives.
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	 Immanuel has an on-going 
food & supplies assistance 
program.
	 Each month certain items 
are collected.  The items 
are to be placed in the Care 
Cupboard in the narthex and 
are transferred to our large food cupboard.  
This allows us to offer assistance  when we 
get requests. 	Thank you for your support.

Immanuel Care Cupboard
Suggested Donations for May:

Pasta and
Spaghetti Sauce 

The Immanuel Lighthouse Deadline
is the 10th Day of the Month

Thanks to:
	 Dick & Neila Maunu for printing and
	 and 	Lou Christianson for collating the Lighthouse.
	

Don Cox, Jr.
Barbara Huber Pearson

Members & friends of Immanuel
are invited to submit news,

articles, letters, and pictures,
for the Immanuel Lighthouse.

Please place your signed
contributions in the Lighthouse
box in the church office or send

them by e-mail to
ImmanuelLighthouse@gmail.com 

Thanks to our other contributors:
Marya Woldrige
Rev. David Zemke

Ally DeWitz Zimmerman

those in need of healing, strength, comfort, and peace:  Lloyd Krebs,
John Christianson, Edna Shaw, Dorothy Duddington, JoAnne Rambo,

Evelyn Brown, Donald Peterson, Ruth McClean, Tommy Johnson, Karal
Basplay, Todd Shetterly, Ethel Simmons Mew,  Richard Wood, Wesley Ellis  

the men and women serving in the Armed Forces and their families,
including Ben Trinklein, Sam Trinklein, Joshua Rambo, Matthew Cox,

Kevin Wyler, Ryan Johnson, Brad Cavner, Alex Saltos, Joel Gorder,
Justin Gorder, Samuel Thole, Michael Weiss, Michael Porter, Chester Nobles

Susan & Ken Bladow	 May 21, 1983

Birthdays
Gloria Logan	 2
Arlena Fuller	 3
Joshua Rambo	 4
Ken Trinklein	 7
Salem Rambo	 7
Matthew Cox	 8
Mei Whalen	 9
Stasia Zemke	 11
Dorothy Duddington	 12
Barbara Pearson	 14
Krista Maas	 14

Kathy Sherman-Perry	 16
Sal Cafiero	 16
John Gray	 20
Robert Wilson	 23
Dick Wemhoener	 24
Tamara Cox	 26
Pamela Gorder	 29
Jeromi Flores (Hunt)	 29
Vivian Reuss	 30
Jill Daniels	 30

AnniversariesMaking the Church Shine

those who have lost loved ones:  the family of Joy Weintz, the family of Jackson Kelley

the people of Japan, New Zealand, Haiti, and China affected by the earthquakes and tsunamis 
Lindsey Arnold, for God’s guidance and blessing during nursing exams 

Thank you to all who 
got together on April 9 

to get the church sparkling 
clean for Easter.  The 
biggest thanks goes to Judy 
Cox who organized the event, made 
a list of duties, brought the supplies 
and made refreshments for it.  Thanks 
also go to: Cecile Holm, Pastor Dave, 
Tom Pearson, John Christianson, Harry 
Wood, Susan Bladow, Ken Bladow, Kris 
Bladow, Stephen Bladow, and John 
Lambert.  I hope I didn’t miss anyone.  
The place looks great!

Barbara Huber Pearson
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F r o m   Y o u r   E l d e r s . . .
Lessons on Our Faith and Evangelism . . . from the Timbers Army
As I was writing this article, I learned of the death of Jackson Kelley – the 2 year-old son of Jessica and Joe 
Kelly, grandson of Robert and Tammie Stafford and great-grandson of Bob Wilson.  And while this article 
will likely be read several days or weeks later, I ask you to keep their family in your thoughts and prayers 
for the days, weeks, and months ahead that our loving God will provide them comfort and strength.
We also pray and give thanks for the strong faith the Holy Spirit has provided to them to sustain them 
through this difficult time.

	 A few months ago, Pastor Johnson was visiting 
with me in our fellowship hall and, knowing of my 
strong interest in soccer and our local professional 
team, he asked how things were going.  I had been 
observing for myself how my experiences with the 
Timbers Army (the team’s dedicated supporters 
group) could be used as a guide for how “the church” 
should approach people.  I was doing this self-study 
of myself, because I was often asked the question 
“How can you be part of the Timbers Army (TA) and 
be seen with them, when you are a Christian and 
elder of your church?”   I know the question was 
asked because in the early days of the TA (i.e., 2001 
– 2009), there were often bad words used in some of 
the chants and songs and that fact became widely 
reported in the media, and a negative image was 
planted in the minds of many.  So rightfully, the 
question became “How can you be associated with 
them given your Christian faith?”  
	 My response to that question on the specifics of 
“language” was that I chose not to participate in 
those songs or chants – or I would use an appropriate 
word in place of the bad word(s) and in so doing 
encourage others to do so as well – my own version 
of “Lead by example.”  I also was one of those in the 
TA that would write my thoughts on this in TA related 
message boards, that I was against the bad language 
and encouraged the group to “grow up” in this way.  
A more famous member of the TA, Timber Jim, is also 
a strong Christian man who would always stand up 
in this way also, much more than me.  The TA, while 
not 100% perfect in this aspect yet, has “grown up” 
and the language issue is nearly fully resolved in a 
positive way.  But what of the broader question as 
noted in the title to this article?  The language issue 
is only one aspect of my “association” with such 
group.
	 As I explained to Pastor Johnson that day, there 
is a lot about the TA that the church can learn from 
when it comes to evangelism – or in just how we 
“are” with the people around us.  How would you 

look towards a man (or women) who would enter our 
church with spiked hair, tattoos, chains and many 
piercings?  Would you avoid being near him or her, 
view the person as inappropriate and ask someone 
to escort them out of the church - or would you 
welcome him (or her) in?
	 I’m a “clean cut accountant” and many in the 
TA have an appearance or lifestyle that I wouldn’t 
seem to initially “be comfortable” with based upon 
appearance, but yet if they are part of the TA I find 
myself standing next to them with a smile, friendship 
and even some hugs. Should it be any different in 
church?  In fact, isn’t it even MORE IMPORTANT in 
church and our faith?
	 In Matthew 23, Jesus talks to the Scribes and 
Pharisees and says they “sit on Moses’ seat, so 
practice and observe whatever they tell you – but 
not what they do.  For they preach, but they do 
not practice.  They tie up heavy burdens, hard to 
bear, and lay them on people’s shoulders, but they 
themselves are not willing to move them with their 
finger….but woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites!  For you shut the kingdom of heaven in 
people’s faces.  For you neither enter yourselves nor 
allow those who would enter to go in….”
	 I have heard many times from many people that 
this is how “the church” (or Christians) are viewed by 
others….this is the perception we leave…that we don’t 
practice what we preach:  To love one another as God 
has loved us.  Does God love the tattooed, spiked hair 
person as much as He loves me?  Yes.  If we love only 
those who are “like us” (e.g., those currently in church 
with us), what does Jesus say about that?  “For if you 
love those who love you, what reward do you have? 
Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  And if 
you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing 
than others?  Do not even Gentiles do the same?”
	 Jesus asks these questions after he says “Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven.”

(continued on back page)
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Jayne’s Blessing:    “We  give  thanks to you,
those who deliver this newsletter,

May the Lord bless you!”

Immanuel Lighthouse

Lessons on Our Faith and Evangelism . . . from the Timbers Army
	 My grandmother stopped attending church 
because, being poor, she couldn’t wear a nice dress 
to church and she was criticized by other church 
members….and this criticism led to her not attending.  
The lesson of the TA I’m sharing here is the TA doesn’t 
care what people look like, or about their lifestyle, 
or what they wear.  All they care about is that the 
individual wants to be part of the TA and support the 
Timbers team.  They have a saying “if you want to be 
TA, you already are.”  Well, my friends, if you want to 
be loved by God, you already are.  I would go so far 
to say, if you WANT to be a believer in Christ as your 
savior (a “Christian”) you already are! (I interpret that 
want to be the actions of the Holy Spirit already at 
work in the person).
	 I believe that welcoming spirit of the TA and the 
common purpose shared (all felt as an undercurrent of 
love amongst the group for each other and the team) 
is what has resulted in the growth of the TA from a 
handful to now over 3,500.  If that is what can be 
achieved using “TA evangelism” then how much more 
can we accomplish in spreading God’s love.  The TA 

is by no means perfect, I observe other things – such as 
arguments and disagreements – just like any other group 
or family.  Yet, it is overcome to result in other projects 
of the TA, such as helping fund and providing labor to 
Harper’s Playground in north Portland, a playground for 
handicapped kids…helping with the Oregon Food Bank, 
Friends of Trees.  The TA has stepped up to raise money 
for “its own” when serious medical issues have been 
faced.  And the TA reciprocated the love Timber Jim 
shares with all back with him when he lost his daughter 
in a tragic car accident several years ago, for which we 
honor that love of Jim and his daughter by singing “You 
Are My Sunshine” in the 80th minute of every game – as 
it was a song he and his daughter shared.  
	 Timber Jim, a Christian man who lives his faith, 
says (and it is printed on some of our soccer scarves), 
“Spread the Love.”  And I say that is what we as 
people need to do….spread God’s love.  That is our 
sole purpose.  If the TA can do it, then certainly we as 
brothers and sisters in Christ and with the love of our 
Father do so too.    Spread God’s Love people!

Don Cox, Jr.


