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March 2011God’s word is a lamp to my feet and
a light for my path.  Psalm 119:105

    Immanuel
Lighthouse

The month of March marks the beginning of 
spring. In the Roman calendar, upon which 
our calendar is based, this month also 

marks the beginning of the military season. I’m 
sure you can easily imagine that wars are much 
easier to þght in the spring and summer than they 

would be during the dead of winter. The English name for the month 
of March comes, again, from the Roman month named Martius, or 
the month of Mars the Bringer of War!
	 March even has a militaristic sound to it. Early in the twentieth 
century, the most popular form of music was the march and it was 
performed by bands all dressed in military uniforms. Frequently 
these bands would walk through town playing their music; dare I 
even suggest that they were marching. If we want to say we walked 
casually, we might say that we strolled, but if we want to walk with 
purpose we might say that we march.
	 This year we enter March with a purpose for Lent begins in 
March. This is actually the latest Lent can ever be. I can’t tell you 
when Lent will be this late again as it requires intricate math and 
astronomy. Sufþce to say none of us will ever see Lent this late 
again. So a March beginning to Lent adds a purpose to this month of 
spring.
	 I think itõs pretty þtting that Lent is always in March. While itõs 
true that Lent begins at different times each year, the month of 
March usually contains the bulk of Lent. Itõs þtting because in this 
month named after the Greek god of War, we go to war against 
sin, death, and the devil!  Lent isn’t just a time to give something 
up because “that’s what we do around here.”  Lent is a season of 
repentance, a season devoted to returning to the Lord. This is often 
quite the þght. Itõs a þght because weõve gotten caught up in our 
own lives, our own worries, and our own habits. 
	 Most of us donõt like þghts, we donõt like the idea that thereõs 
somebody out there who doesn’t like us. But take heart, you aren’t 
alone in this þght. At the end of Lent we see that while we have 
been marching, God has been doing the þghting. Keep your heads 
up and your eyes on our Lord Jesus as he wins the victory for us.
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	 Immanuel has an on-going 
food & supplies assistance 
program.
	 Each month certain items 
are collected.  The items 
are to be placed in the Care 
Cupboard in the narthex and 
are transferred to our large food cupboard.  
This allows us to offer assistance  when we 
get requests. 	Thank you for your support.

Immanuel Care Cupboard
Suggested Donations for March:

Hand Soap and
Dishwashing Detergent

THE IMMANUEL LiGHtHOUSE DEAdLiNE
iS tHE 10tH DAY OF tHE MONtH

Thanks to:
	 Dick & Neila Maunu for printing,,
	 Lou Christianson for collating
	

Barbara Huber Pearson
Chris Maas
Betty Osmondson

Members & friends of Immanuel
are invited to submit news,

articles, letters, and pictures,
for the Immanuel Lighthouse.

Please place your signed
contributions in the Lighthouse
box in the church ofþce or send

them by e-mail to
ImmanuelLighthouse@gmail.com 

Thanks to our other contributors:
Marya Woldrige
Rev. David Zemke
Ally DeWitz Zimmerman

*   Entertainment by the Big Band.
*   Tables with information about Immanuel Preschool, 

Play Park, Vacation Bible School and worship.
*   Items from Guatemala for purchase with proceeds

	 going back into the mission program for that outreach.
*   Popcorn and delicious desserts.

Mardi Gras Celebration
Sunday, March 6  2 to 4 pm
in Immanuel’s Fellowship Hall

If you would like to donate baked goods, please let us know so we can
get an idea of how much and what kind of desserts we will have.

Volunteers are also needed for set-up and take-down.
Contact Pastor Dave or Marya in the church ofþce at 503-236-7823 if you can help.  

One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about a battle that goes on inside 
people.  He said, “My son, the battle is between two wolves. One is Evil. It is anger, 
envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, 

false pride, superiority, and ego. The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, 
humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith.”
	 The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather,
“Which wolf wins?”  The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.”



Immanuel LighthouseImmanuel Lighthouse Immanuel LighthouseImmanuel Lighthouse

Page 3March 2011

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League - Interstate Zone Rally on April 2
All ladies of Immanuel and their lady friends are invited to attend the Interstate Zone Rally 
on Saturday, April 2.  The Dorcas Guild encourages all of you to attend.  It promises to be very 
interesting as well as very informative.  Dr. Herb Hoefer, professor at Concordia University and 
former missionary to India will give a presentation titled “Understanding our Muslim Neighbor.”
	 The rally will be held at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 6700 NE 29th Ave in Portland.  
Registration begins at 9:00 am with coffee and rolls.  The meeting begins at 9:30 am and will run 
until 1:00 pm.  Lunch and childcare will be provided.
	 The Ingathering offering will beneþt the Community Transitional School and Latino Ministries.  
Anyone wishing a ride should contact Virginia Davenport at 971-235-8248 or Betty Osmondson at 
503-719-4563.  LET’S ALL PLAN NOW TO ATTEND! 

Bibles Needed for Lutheran Prison Ministry
Because there is a tremendous demand for both new and used Bibles in prisons, the Dorcas Guild 
is taking on the project of collecting Bibles (including Spanish Bibles) in good condition which 
we will in turn forward on to volunteers who will distribute them.  Your prayers and donations 
of Bibles have made it possible for volunteers to place hundreds of large print study Bibles into 
prison libraries across the United States, place thousands of Spanish Scriptures into new border 
federal detention centers for those who have come into the country illegally and will be deported 
to Mexico with their Bibles - a real foreign mission, place thousands of Bibles into local jails and 
correctional institutions across America, to directly ship Bibles to chaplains in high security prisons 
that have no access to outside volunteers, and also allow chaplains to do more “one-on-one” Bible 
distribution and counseling with prisoners and their families than ever before. 
	 The donated Bibles must be in good shape.  Specialty Bibles, damaged Bibles, extra heavy hard 
cover Bibles, foreign language Bibles (except Spanish Bibles) and other non-traditional scriptures 
must NOT be given.  Please place your donations of Bibles in the large box near the kitchen.  Thank 
you for your support.  If you have any questions, please call Betty Osmondson at 503-719-4563.

News from Immanuel’s Dorcas Guild

  

M A R C H
       Anniversaries
Kathy & Chris Maas   	March 5, 1983

      Birthdays
Summer Gorder-Baechle	 3
Kay Vockrodt	 4
Joy Weintz	 8
Brenda Mucken	 20
Christy Boroske	 22
Lyndsey Arnoldy	 28
Nicholas Herschberger	 29
Tony Fuller	 30

Directory 
Updates
Katherine Pearson
1651 SE Lava Dr. #7
Milwaukie, OR  97222
503-314-7975

Andrea & Sasha Golin
Unit 902 1075 Sunset Drive
Kelowna, British Columbia
CANADA  V1Y 9Y9
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E l d e r ’ s   C o m m e n t s

Christmas Eve 2010 my Great Aunt Pat 
passed away.  Nobody here at Immanuel 
knew my aunt, and this article is not 

really about Pat.  It is about what I and many 
others took away from her memorial service 
and her life in general. I started thinking soon 
after, that the theme was love - the love and 
time she shared with her grandchildren, the love 
and time she shared with her children, and with 
everyone she came in contact.
	 Sometimes all it took was a single note from 
a piano or a ukulele and she was in song and 
bringing joy and happiness to everyone in the 
room. She deþnitely showed her love of life and 
most importantly her love of God. She had a 
smile right up to the end.  Her faith was strong 

and she was not afraid to leave this place.  I 
think this gave family and friends the conþdence 
that she was going to be with her Maker.  We 
can learn from people like my Aunt Pat how to 
live our life while here on earth with the love of 
God present. And we can hope and pray that we 
leave our earthly home in the same fashion.
	 The service had its usual hymns and readings 
intertwined with “Ragtime Cowboy Joe” and 
“When I’m Sixty four” and in Aunt Pat fashion, 
it brought smiles to the faces of family, friends 
and her congregation of 55 years. A little 
reminder came from Father John Amsberry 
that we should never forget, as he looked at 
his watch and said to the congregation with a 
smile òIt is ten þfteenó and the congregation 
responded “And we are love.”  Amen

Hopi Prayer:  Do not stand at my grave and weep, I am not there, I did not sleep. I am a Thousand 
winds that blow. I am the diamond glints on snow. I am the gentle autumn’s rain. When you awaken 
in the morning hush, I am the swift uplifting rush of quiet birds in circled ÿight I am the soft stars 
that shine at night. Do not stand at my grave and cry, I’ am not there, I did not die.    Chris Maas

New Dispensers in the Bathrooms:  You may have noticed that there are new paper 
towel, soap and toilet paper dispensers in the bathrooms.  This was done to save money.  The 
dispensers don’t cost anything.  They are put in free of charge.  The new dispensers allow us to buy 
paper towels and toilet paper that is cheaper than our previous ones.  The new paper towels are 
perforated, so we end up using less towels as well.  We are happy to be able to update to nicer and 
newer dispensers and save money at the same time!		  Chris Maas, Property Chairperson

The season of Lent begins this year on Ash Wednesday, March 9. 
Lent is the forty-day period before Easter, excluding Sundays. Lent originated 
in the early days of the church as a preparatory time for Easter, when the 

faithful rededicated themselves and when new believers were instructed in the faith 
and prepared for baptism.  Traditionally, baptism would take place on the Saturday before Easter.
	 Christ used a forty day period of prayer and fasting to prepare for his ministry, which culminated 
in his death and resurrection.  By observing the forty days of Lent, the individual Christian remembers 
and identiþes with Jesusõ withdrawal into the wilderness and prepares for Holy Week including the 
commemoration of the Last Supper, Good Friday and Resurrection or Easter Sunday.  
	 Some Christians choose to fast during Lent or give something up to remind themselves of Jesus’ 
time of fasting and temptation in the wilderness.  Others begin or increase spiritual disciplines such 
as Bible study & memorization, prayer, and worship or take on special service projects, or other 
spirit-enriching activities.
	 May the season of Lent help us grow in our understanding & appreciation of Jesusõ sacriþce for us 
and the many gifts God provides to us each day.      Ally DeWitz Zimmerman
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In  2009, Bob Wilson 
met Marjorie 
Patton.  They met 

the new fashioned 
way, through  the 
internet!  They began 
communicating that 
way  and found out 
they had so much 
in common.  They 
looked forward to 
hearing from each 
other and several 
months later in 
September, they  
decided it was time 
to meet each other in person.
	 Marjorie lived in Salem, and Bob at the coast, 
so they picked a place halfway between their 
homes to meet, which happened to be at Spirit 
Mountain Casino.  They agreed to meet for lunch 
at 11:30 in the lobby,.  Bob waited for nearly 45 
minutes in the lobby, and decided that Marjorie 
must have gotten “cold feet.”  He went outside and 
was waiting a couple more minutes when Marjorie 
came out the door.  She too had been waiting that 
long, however, she was waiting in another lobby.  
Come to þnd out, there are seven lobbies  at the 
casino!  They proceeded to have lunch and things 
took off from there.  They would see each other 
every week.  One week Bob would go to Salem 
and the next week Marjorie would go to the coast.  
What started as a lovely friendship, grew into a 
love/friendship relationship.  They didn’t think it 
made sense to continue traveling to see each other, 
and their love had grown very deep and strong for 
each other, so they decided to marry.
	 Their wedding took place on September 18, 
2010 and was held at Marjorie’s daughter’s home 
in Silverton.  Her daughter lives along a river with 
a beautiful view and Bob and Marjorie thought it 
would be wonderful to marry on their deck.  Many 
long hours went into expanding and repairing the 
deck so it could accommodate everyone, they 
even put up a gazebo at one end which is where 

Congratulations Bob and Marjorie Wilson
the couple planned to 
marry.  Unfortunately, 
the weather did not 
cooperate and the 
day brought heavy 
rains.  Plan B went 
into motion and the 
ceremony was moved 
inside.  Approximately 
50 close friends and 
relatives attended  the 
ceremony.  Marjorie’s 
son ofþciated the 
ceremony, who 
happens to be a 
Lutheran minister!

   They left for their very untraditional honeymoon.  
They went camping on the Oregon Coast.  I know 
lots of people camp on their honeymoon, but this 
camping was with friends from Bob’s church in Lin-
coln City, They stayed in yurts and had men in one 
yurt and women in  another!  They had a wonderful 
time and truly enjoyed the campþres, the sõmores 
and lots of good German food.  
	 They feel so blessed to have expanded their 
families.  Marjorie has þve children, and of course 
Bob has his two daughters.  They were able to 
spend quality time with them over the holidays 
and it brought so much joy to them.  Bob brought 
Marjorie to church at Immanuel on Christmas eve, 
but since it is such a busy time, many of us didn’t 
get to meet her.  We are looking forward to see-
ing them again at Immanuel and getting to know 
Marjorie!  On January 4, 2011, Bob underwent his 
fourth back surgery.  He had a spinal fusion and is 
hoping this will be the last surgery he will have to 
have.  He hopes to recover quickly and is looking 
forward to getting back to his volunteer þreþghter 
duties.  His recovery is going well and he is able 
to do some walking, he is working up to walking a 
mile a day.  He said he couldn’t have better care 
as he is in the loving  hands of his bride, Marjorie!
	 We wish all the best for them and welcome 
Marjorie into our Immanuel family!
			   Barbara Huber Pearson




