God’s word is a lamp to my feet and
a light for my path. Psalm 119:105
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Immanuel’s

Mission Statement
Called to love God
with all our hearts

and to love
our neighbors
as ourselves,
we offer ourselves
to God through:

+  Faithful study of
God’s Word

+  Sincere worship
and prayer

+ Active fellowship

+ Loving service

E-mail address: ofpce@
immanuellutheranpdx.com

Church & School Websites:
immanuellutheranpdx.com
immanuelpreschool.net

From the Desk of Pastor David Zemke

White as Snow

f ever there’s a month that deserves snow,
I it’s January. | know you all are thinking

“what about a white Christmas”? Those are
pne, I6m not saying you candt have one. But as
for a month that should be plled with snow, that
Is January. It’s cold enough, it’s dark enough,
and it needs all the help it can get!

There’s also something wonderful about a new snow. | love
looking out the window and seeing the beautiful white scene.

I love how it softens the look of everything and adds a layer of
mystery to the ground. Before the tire tracks, the footprints, and
especially the slush, the unspoiled beauty of a landscape covered
in snow cannot be beaten.

| know all of this runs counter to our climate and more
especially our ability to get around. | know that even 1/16 of an
inch of snow shuts down Portland. I’m prepared to suffer that,
even more than once a winter so | can get my snow px. | know ités
probably selpsh, but therets just something about seeing a new
snowfall that makes me happy.

Snow also holds, in my mind at least, the promise of something
new, something unknown. | feel it apropos to write about snow in
light of the New Year. With all that could happen, all the promise
a new year holds, | can’t help making the connections. | also can’t
help making connections with God’s word.

Snow is often upheld as a standard of whiteness and purity.
King David, in his famous 51st psalm, claims that God’s washing
will leave him “whiter than snow.” This is most certainly true.
That cleanliness to which David is referring is a gift of God in
baptism. It lasts for the rest of our lives, in the eyes of God.

This ultimate purity is that upon which all our hopes for our
ultimate future rests. We are blessed, even without snow on the
ground, to be white as snow through our baptisms into our Lord
Jesus Christ. Let us live our New Years lives forgiven and white as
SNOW.
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News from Immanuel’s Dorcas Guild

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Mites
Q cross the country the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is

rejoicing at having reached the amazing amount of $100 million for the

support of the mission goal since the founding of the organization almost
70 years ago. LWML leaders who gathered for the Interdepartment Meeting
October 16-18, 2011 in St. Louis, Missouri, praised God for this extraordinary
achievement.

LWML President Kay Kreklau shared, “Today we look forward to the mission
work of the Lord set at the 2011 LWML Convention with a mission goal for this biennium of $1.825
million to support 19 grants. While the amount of funds raised has increased over the years, the
mission today is the same - helping to reach out to share the joyful news of Christ around the
world. Lutheran Women in Mission today share the same mission consciousness - mission education,
mission inspiration and mission service, as they continue just as the early leaders did in joyfully
serving the Lord.” Betty Osmondson

What’s New at Lutheran World Relief?

LML

malaria cases and deaths occur in sub-

he Lutheran Malaria Initiative

I (LMI) is an unprecedented and .
historic partnership of Lutheran %

World Relief and the Lutheran

to mobilize U.S. Lutherans to raise _
awareness of malaria and its daily “#
impact on the lives of people in Africa
and to raise $45 million in the global effort
to help end malaria deaths in Africa by 2015.
LMI is made possible through support from the
United Nations Foundation.

Building on the success and strength of
networks already in place, the mission in Africa
is straightforward: to teach people to recognize
the symptoms of malaria, promote prevention
and provide treatment and prevention
resources.

Malaria is a life-threatening disease
caused by a parasite. It is transmitted to
people through the bites of malaria-carrying
mosquitoes. Approximately half of the world’s
population is at risk for malaria. There are
more than 200 million cases each year and
of those infected, nearly a million die. Most
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Church-Missouri Synod. Their goal is ,‘Q 1 *‘W‘

' 4 Saharan Africa.

K Why Lutherans: Lutherans have
a storied history of helping people
in need around the world. By
*=» combining proven peld strategies,

expertise and resources, LMI brings
together a worldwide network of
Lutheran partner churches, missionaries
and service providers in the pght against
malaria.

How can you help?

PRAY for those suffering from malaria and for
those working to prevent, treat and contain the
disease.

LEARN more about malaria and then
tell everyone you know - family, friends,
your congregation and community. Go to
lutheranmalaria.com or facebook.com/Lutheran
malaria for more information.

GET INVOLVED by inspiring and inviting
people to participate.

GIVE A GIFT to LMI. Your generosity will
enable them to respond and serve our brothers
and sisters in Africa. Betty Osmondson
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Care Cupboard || it piRrHDAYs £

Suggested Donations Ruth Nachtwey 2 eV
for January: Lloyd Krebs 2
Ellie Daniels 2
S O U P S :’@i Joset Gates 9
Immanuel has an on-going food & ‘@ Karen Rambo 14

supplies assistance program. Each month Dennis Vockrodt 15 “@«;@:
16

certain items are collected. The Betty Osmondson
items are to be placed in the Care Thomas Whalen 17
Cupboard in the narthex and

are transferred to our Ka'“yf‘ Boyle 17
large food cupboard. Rev. Sid Johnson 18
This allows us to offer Justen Rambo 21

assistance when we get Terrie Wolff 23

requests.

Thank you for Q ANNIVERSARIESQRD

your support. )
Lynn & Mike Stradley Jan. 9, 1999

Cong ratu | at| ons . .. Congratulations to Thomas Whalen who just

completed his Master’s of Education program.

those in need of healing, strength, and comfort: Ruth Zadow, Helen Strain,
Chris Wilson, Marge Trinklein, Juanita Bladow, Lori Williams, Ryan Rudge,
Gail Achterman, Doug Keil, Carol Emory, Mike Abbate,Jeff Fearell,
Phyllis Buettner, Annette Selmer, Roger Briley, Jim Taylor, Jim McKay,
Harold Bauder, Doris Shanks, Joan Van Houte, David Filipek, Wesley Ellis

the men and women serving in the Armed Forces and their families, including
Ben Trinklein, Sam Trinklein, Joshua Rambo, Matthew Cox, Kevin Wyler,
Ryan Johnson, Brad Cavner, Alex Saltos, Joel Gorder, Justin Gorder, Samuel Thole,
Michael Weiss, Michael Porter, Chester Nobles, Brian Anderson, Stephen Marquez

those who have lost loved ones: the family of George - Cecile Holm’s cousin,
the Gorder family at the loss of Buzz Gorder{s sister Sylvia, the Seefried family at the
loss of son & brother Gordon, the Cox family at the loss of Judy Cox’s brother Jerry Sachs

Megan Arnoldy, that she pnish strong in her pnals at the end of the school semester
all those traveling during the Christmas season, that they may have a safe journey

thanksgiving for the Lord’s continued blessings, especially the birth
of Kathy Lambert’s greatgranddaughter in Oklahoma
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Fellowship Hall Getting Well Used

t the June congregational meeting, we talked about ways to bring more money into our church
Aand | suggested having more weddings and meetings. That was well received and | made an

effort to try to get more use of the fellowship hall. | haven’t started marketing the church
and hall for weddings, but we have had a number of weddings during 2011 and they happened because
the couple saw the pictures on our website. | am considering possible ways to get the word out about
weddings at Immanuel. | have put together a book that is located in the Narthex that has pictures
from some weddings, it really does show off how beautiful our church is and what a great facility we
have for weddings.

| have secured a couple of new groups to use the hall. Oregon Driver’s Educations used Room A
for 10 weeks on Saturday mornings to hold the classroom portion of their classes. It has been a very
good pt and have been told that they want to use it for the prst two quarters in 2012. The Northwest
Fiber Arts group has approached us to hold their quarterly meetings in the fellowship hall. That
wouldn’t begin until June of 2012, but they are very interested in it. We had two meetings in which
some local Sellwood/Moreland businesses had a table and the neighborhood was invited to come and
learn about local businesses. We continue to have The Northwest Quilters meet in the hall monthly, as
well as other ongoing meetings such as Alcoholics Anonymous, Debtor’s Anonymous and Oregon Ocean
Paddler’s Society.

During 2010, the amount that was received for building use was: $5915.00. In 2011 we were able
to bring that up to $8470.00. I1dm hoping 2012 will be even more than that. Because of the increased
usage, we are going to have to look into having the carpets cleaned more often and possibly replacing
a few tables.

It is very important to check the bulletin and calendar before you want to plan something at the
church, there just may be something else happening that day. All in all, it is a win-win situation.

Barbara Huber Pearson

_.Sweet Potato Soufye - - Thrivent Helps Fund

Here is the recipe for the sweet potato soufye P rOj eCtS fO Ir I mMman Uel

from the Dorcas Guild dinner in December. . . . i
Once again, Thrivent Financial for

Lutherans has helped fund many
Mix well and put in casserole: projects here at Immanuel. For 2911,
3 cups yams, mashed 174 cup butter melted they have sponsorec! t_he Harvest Carplval,
1 cup sugar ’ /21 P 0 our After Schogl Activity Program, paid f_or
172 tsp. salt 7 Sp- Va'llnkl a most of the Holiday Food Baskets that Social
2 eqgs beaten cup mi Ministries put together, provided matching
’ funds for the proceeds from the Dorcas

. . Auction to help seminary students from
Combine and layer on top of the potato mixture: the Northwest, and paid for the materials

1 cup brown sugar 1 cup chopped nuts to build a new cabinet in the back hallway

Barbara Huber Pearson

172 cup your 1/3 stick melted butter by the ofpces. They also will be making a

sizable contribution toward the new shed

Bake at 325 degrees for 35 - 45 minutes. that will be built. Al these things add up,

(If the nuts get too brown during baking, and we are grateful to have Thrivent as a
cover with foil to pnish baking.) partner.  Barbara Huber Pearson
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Update on Goodluck Aaron

little over two years PR T
ago, a young man ;
began coming to -

Immanuel and sitting in the
back of the church each
week. He always looked very
serene and was so happy
to be at church. He came
over to the fellowship hall
after services and we found
out his name was Goodluck
Aaron, and that he was from N
Tanzania, Africa. He was in
Portland to attend Portland Community College and
get a better command of the English language.

Marge and | took an interest in him because he
was such a likeable person and we could see how
obviously happy he was to be attending church
and sharing his faith with fellow believers. One
Sunday after church, we drove him home and he
was so proud to show us the cot he slept on and
the books he was studying. It was apparent that
he was living with the bare essentials. His uncle
was supplying most of his pnancial assistance,
but things were not well back in Tanzania for his
uncle. Business was slowing down and he had a
medical problem that put him in the hospital for
some time.

The Endowment Fund gave Goodluck a
scholarship and he was so very grateful. When
his funds ran out, he had to either go to work,
or return to Africa. He was able to pnd a job in

an assisted living facility
in Washington. He later
moved on to a restaurant
in Seattle. He saved every
penny he was able to and
then purchased a truck. He
used the truck to deliver
goods from the docks in
Seattle. His hard work was
noticed and people hired
him to haul their goods.

He met a young woman
' : and they were recently
married. Her name is Anne and she is a nurse at
the Seattle Medical Center. He has now purchased
a second truck and he said that he is doing very
well and is very happy. He has been granted a
two year working conditional card to stay in the
United States. This can be renewed every two
years.

He mentions Immanuel and the people he
met at the church each time he writes to us. He
specipcally says that he, okeeps us in his heart
always and loves the congregation and will never
forget how we opened our hearts to him.” He said
that he thanks God each day and praises Him for
what he has done for him.

We feel so blessed to have met him and each
time we hear from him it raises our spirits. He
feels that Immanuel was a blessing to him, but
Marge and | feel that he has been a blessing to us
and all who knew him. Ken Trinklein

Dear Friends at Immanuel Lutheran Church:

Merry Christmas!
Kate Clinton

This donation is made to your church on behalf of myself and my dog, a young golden
retriever. We wish to thank you for allowing us to use the property on occasion for fetching.

You have probably seen me on the grounds or in the playground area. Since we live in an
apartment and don’t have access to a yard, to be able to have the dog fetch for a few minutes
means a lot to me. We make every attempt to stay clear of the plants, and always collect the
dogds obusinessé, our own and whatever other we might pnd. (Itds hard to believe, but there
are still some dog owners who don’t know they’re required to pick it up!)

Thanks so much for your grace and patience.

(This letter came from an Immanuel neighbor.)

January 2012
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From the Elders:

(1 spy with my little eye.” Most of us have heard
I those words - probably have even uttered
them at one point or other. The innocent
phrase from a children’s game. How many guesses
has it taken to determine what your child or
grandchild was looking at?

I like looking for the ways that God shows up
in our everyday lives. It is sort of like playing |
Spy. | generally do not believe that getting that
perfect parking space at the mall is always divine
intervention, but if God is sovereign (and we
know that he is) | believe that we are perfectly
justiped when we recognize and give thanks when
“convenient” things happen. Take for instance
when you are standing at a crosswalk while car
after car whizzes past, then one driver stops to
let you cross. Or a driver lets you turn in front of
them onto a busy street.

Perhaps you have been someone else’s gift
from God by letting them pull in front of you in

“| Spy . . .”

s‘@ﬁ 3
trafpc. 0That Sunset was sure fantastic the other
day.” “It poured rain the whole time | was in the
store, but it broke long enough for me to get out
to my car when | forgot my umbrella.”

The list can go on and on. It even extends to
things that might not feel like a blessing at the
time, like looking back a few months after you
have been laid off and realizing that you would
never have been looking for a new position when
the new job you just started and are in love
with became available. Once you have been
practicing seeing God in the small stuff, you will
be surprised what you catch him doing.

I would like to issue a challenge for each
member of Immanuel to go on a “God Hunt” for
a month. At some point in the day - probably at
evening meal, or before bed time, get together
with your loved ones and make a point of telling
each other your 0l Spy@so. It just might change
how you look at the Father - and one another.

Rick Rambo
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