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A New Creation
From the Desk of Pastor David Zemke

January 2011God’s word is a lamp to my feet and
a light for my path.  Psalm 119:105

     Immanuel
Lighthouse

I’ve written and talked quite a bit about 
new year’s resolutions. Every year we 
watch as an old year passes away and 

a new year takes its place. Usually I talk 
about this being an opportunity to make a 
change. I also usually note that we aren’t 
so good at change and we don’t usually 
make good on our promises. I have stopped 
making resolutions around this time of 

year for two reasons. First of all, because I never seem to keep 
them, secondly because sanctification is a life long and full time 
occupation.
	 This year, I’d like to point out something a little different.
As much as we’re busy trying to change ourselves, God is already 
busy changing us. 2 Corinthians 5:17 tells us that if we are in 
Christ, we are a new creation. Even better yet, the old has gone, 
the new has come!
	 How many of you know what your baptismal birthday is?
This is the day when you were welcomed into God’s family 
in water and the Word. This is the day that you became “in” 
Christ! But this is not when God started changing you. God the 
Holy Spirit has been calling you with the gospel. God has been 
changing you since the very beginning. Baptism may make you an 
heir with Christ, but God’s been busy behind the scenes.
	 This is a new year and a new chance to appreciate what God 
has done for you. The new has come for all of you. This is, in our 
earthly life, more of a process than it is an instantaneous event. 
It’s a process that involves God killing our sin, forgiving us, 
and living in the freedom of the Gospel. It’s also a process that 
involves a lot of hard work on our part as we seek to actually live 
life while tormented by sin and its effects. It is, finally, a life of 
promise of a new creation.
	 Let us live in faith to the Gospel and hope for the
new creation.
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	 Immanuel has an on-going 
food & supplies assistance 
program.
	 Each month certain items 
are collected.  The items 
are to be placed in the Care 
Cupboard in the narthex and are transferred 
to our large food cupboard.  This allows us 
to offer assistance  when we get requests.  	
Thank you for your support.

Immanuel Care Cupboard
Suggested Donations

for January:
S  O  U  P  S 

THE IMMANUEL LiGHtHOUSE DEAdLiNE
iS tHE 10tH DAY OF tHE MONtH

Thanks to:
	 Dick & Neila Maunu for printing,,
	 Lou Christianson for collating, and
	 Steve & Edie Folkestad for mailing.

John Christianson
Barbara Huber Pearson

Members & friends of Immanuel
are invited to submit news,

articles, letters, and pictures,
for the Immanuel Lighthouse.

Please place your signed
contributions in the Lighthouse
box in the church office or send

them by e-mail to
ImmanuelLighthouse@gmail.com 

Thanks to our other contributors:

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive it? . . .As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish . . . so is 
my word that goes out from my mouth; It will not return to me empty, but will achieve the 
purpose for which I sent it.	 - Isaiah 43:18-19, 53:10-11 (NIV)

At our Elders Meeting in November, 
Pastor Zemke expressed a desire to 
obtain information from our members 

denoting their thoughts and feelings regarding 
the past history of Immanuel, where we are 
today, and where we envision ourselves in the 
future.  To obtain these answers, Pastor asked 
that the elders contact some of their assigned 
members and interview them, with specific 
questions asked and hopefully, answered. 
	 I am hoping that each one of you will give 
each of the following questions prayerful 
consideration and then, if you have thoughts 
you would like to express, please contact 
your respective elder or myself with those 
thoughts.
	 John Christianson, President/Elder
Immanuel Lutheran Church  503-653-7727

Pastor’s Zemke’s Goal:   To move through a visioning 
process so we can look forward five years from now 
and then make decisions now upon projected future.  
In order to do this, we need to find the core ministry 
values at Immanuel.
	 1.	 When was Immanuel’s best time—it’s heyday?
		  Paint a picture of what church was like back then.
	 2.  When was Immanuel’s worst time?
	 3.	 What were relationships like between 
		  members?  Did they meet during the week?
	 4.	 Who came to Immanuel in our heyday?  
		  Neighborhood or people from all over?
	 5.	 How has our worship changed since then?
	 6.	 Where is God leading us in the next five years?
	 7.	 What does a successful church look like to you?
	 8.	 What is your biggest fear for Immanuel?
	 9.	 Do you have any questions, comments,
		  or concerns?

Elder’s Comments

Rev. David Zemke
Ally DeWitz Zimmerman
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those in need of healing, strength, comfort, and peace:
Shirlee Harmel Sevdy , Katherine Pearson, Susan Keil,

Debbie Anderson, Diane Gibson, Dorothy Johnson, Evelyn Brown,
Paul Stevenson, Dorothy Duddington, Jesse, Sandra Kick,

Wesley Ellis, Richard Wood, Lyle Nulph, John Lysaker, Edna Shaw 

comfort & salvation for Bob Brewseter as he spends his last days in hospice at home

the men and women serving in the Armed Forces and their families, including
Ben Trinklein, Sam Trinklein, Joshua Rambo, Matthew Cox, Kevin Wyler, Ryan Johnson,

Brad Cavner, Alex Saltos, Joel Gorder, Justin Gorder, Samuel Thole, Michael Weiss, Chester Nobles

those who have lost loved ones:  the families of Margaret Christofferson,
Cherry Gross, Charles Reed, and the family of the Larsens’ daughter-in-law

the people in Israel who were threatened by the fires

encouragement, peace and guidance:  for Alma Belohlavek regarding whether
to undergo surgery, for those seeking employment especially Hyland and Jeremi

all those who are traveling including Paulette Kaskinen who moved from New Mexico
back to Oregon and Betty Osmondson & family who traveled to Puerto Rico

thanksgiving for the Lord’s continued blessings: Michael’s Porter’s safe return with
his National Guard unit, Ruth Zadow’s birthday, Mark & Diane Zadow’s wedding,

Kay & Dennis Vockrodt’s 52nd anniversary, good test results for Katherine Pearson,
Jesse’s release from the hospital and continuing recovery at home, a job for Bob

J A N U A R YBonnie Maple	
12348 SW Barnes Rd. Apt. 413	
Portland, OR 97225			

Laura & Scott Herschberger
11850 SE 26th Ave. Apt.115
Milwaukie, OR 97222

Ruth Nachtwey	 2
Lloyd Krebs	 2
Ellie Daniels	 2
Joset Gates	 9
Karen Rambo	 14
Dennis Vockrodt	 15
Betty Osmondson	 16
Kaitlyn Boyle	 17
Rev. Sid Johnson	 18
Justen Rambo	 21
Terrie Wolff	 23

Lynn & Mike Stradley	 Jan.  9, 1999

The Dorcas Guild wants 
to thank everyone who 
attended our dinner & 
auction, and participated 

in the auction.  We especially want to thank 
those that generously donated  fabulous 
auction items.  We were pleased to raise 
$1,100 for our mission to the Northwest District 
Professional Church Student Fund.  Thrivent 
will match this amount up to $700.  Through 
the ministry of these students, the Lord’s work 
will be blessed for decades to come.  God bless 
you all for your support.      Gloria Logan

Address Updates
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Dorcas Guild Annual Dinner & Auction

The Dorcas Guild held their annual Dinner/Auction on December 3, 
2010.  The proceeds from the auction go to Northwest Seminary 
students to help with their education expenses.  

	 This year the menu was an Italian dinner with red and white wine along 
with sparkling cider to make things festive.  Heather Miller, Kari Goddard 
and Katherine Pearson served the dinner and took care of all dining needs.  
A big thank you goes to them for doing an outstanding job.* 
	 The auction was a huge success.  There were wonderful items that 
people had donated.  A sample of some of the items were, hand carved walking stick, a cruise on 
the Willamette in Buzz and Pam Gorder’s Chris Craft boat, quilts, special baked items from Pastor 
Dave, and a movie night at Zim Cinema. All the items were terrific and the auction brought in 
$1100 to go to the cause.  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans matched up to $700, so the Dorcas
Guild will be able to send $1800 for the NW Seminary Assistance fund.
	 The entertainment was a wonderful ensemble that included the husband of the instructor 
for Body Recall.  Virginia Davenport and Betty Osmondson attend the Body Recall class and they 
mentioned it to Lisa who revealed that her husband was part of a musical group.  She asked her 
husband and they were happy to play for the event. They were absolutely fabulous and everyone 
enjoyed the music and the opportunity to dance and relax.
	 Ruth Nachtwey decorated the hall and made everything sparkle.  It was a wonderful way to 
start out the holiday month and put everyone in a good mood.  It is always held the first Friday 
of December, so as you put up your new 2011 calendars, mark that day off so you can attend the 
dinner! 			   Barbara Huber Pearson

* Editor’s Note:  And a big thank you to Barbara for preparing the delicious dinner.

There are a variety of 
volunteer  worship   
opportunities at 

Immanuel.  Everyone who 
is able is asked to consider 
serving in one or more area.
	 Sign-up sheets for some of the volunteer 
opportunities are located in the narthex just 
outside the church sanctuary or in the fellowship 
hall.  Volunteer worship opportunities are:	
	 *	 Serving on the altar guild
	 *	 Serving as greeters before worship
	 *	 Serving as ushers during worship
	 *	 Singing in the choir
	 *	 Serving as lesson readers	
	 *	 Providing flowers for the altar
	 *	 Serving refreshments after worship

V o l u n t e e r
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1908   -   2010
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Margaret Christofferson was 
born two days before Immanuel 
had its first church service.  

Margaret has been a member of 
Immanuel for all but two years of 
its history.  Margaret’s parents were 
members of Zion Lutheran Church 
in downtown Portland when she was 
born. Their home was in southeast 
Portland and they had to take the 
trolley to get to church at Zion, so 
when they heard that Immanuel was 
being built, they were eager to join so they didn’t 
have to spend so much time getting to and from 
church. Margaret’s mother requested a release from 
Zion so they could join Immanuel, but it didn’t come, 
so she finally got on the crank-up phone and called the 
church and said, “Herr Pastor, Paul and I are going to 
Immanuel and if you don’t want to give us a release, 
you can just keep it.” Needless to say, they got the 
release and joined Immanuel. 
	 Margaret’s parents set the example of making 
church the number one priority in one’s life. Margaret 
followed in their footsteps and became an example 
for the rest of us at Immanuel. When she married 
Art, they were a team serving the Lord and doing 
what needed to be done at the church. Margaret 
said that at some point in his life, Art held every 
elected position at Immanuel. The last church job 
Art performed before he died was to ensure that all 
the restrooms had toilet tissue; he was always finding 
ways to contribute to his church.
	 Margaret and Art were instrumental in getting the 
Good Shepherd Home of the West built in Oregon. 
Because they had a mentally disabled child, Diane, 
they became champions for those individuals. Margaret 
was on the auxiliary board before the Oregon facility 
was built and continued to be active with it her entire 
life. She was keeping track of how much Immanuel 
took in for Good Shepherd, and if wasn’t up to what 
she thought it would be, she worked on ways to boost 
the contributions. She suggested that we have a Good 
Shepherd Sunday and invite a representative to come 
to a service to show the film and speak about the 
program. Her love and dedication to the work of Good 
Shepherd never waned.
	 Margaret taught Sunday school at Immanuel for 
20 years. There was one young boy that Margaret 

picked up each week and took him 
to Sunday school and helped plant 
the seed that drew him to become 
a minister of the Word. In addition 
to that, she taught Bible School on 
Saturdays for mentally handicapped 
children for over 20 years. When our 
current building was built, she was 
the first chairperson of the Altar 
Guild for it. She always wished that 
more people would volunteer for 
altar guild because it is an honor to 

serve the Lord in that capacity.
	 Margaret had a very special story about her last 
name. When Art’s grandfather arrived at Ellis Island, 
his last name was Olson, but he noticed that there 
were so many people with the same name. He decided 
to wait and listen for other names. When he heard 
“Christofferson” he chose it. Margaret said that it 
was so nice to ‘Christ’ in her name.
	 Margaret was so proud of her family. She had two 
grandchildren, Bob and Susan whom she was extremely 
proud of, and that pride was not misplaced. Bob is a 
nuclear physicist, working on government projects 
and living in Idaho. He and his team invented and 
produced a robot that needs no human handling. 
He and his team were honored for that project. Her 
granddaughter Susan lives in Seattle and she and her 
husband, Doug, both work for the Corps of Engineers. 
Margaret had three great grandchildren, Sydney Ann, 
Matthew and Michael. 
	 Margaret mentioned often during the last few 
months that she was ready to go home to the Lord 
if he was ready for her.  When Margaret turned 
95, she was asked to speak and true to her form, 
she said that she needed to thank God continually. 
She pointed to Ephesians chapter 2 verse 10 that says, 
“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them.” She said that all the 
glory needs to go to God. Margaret is truly someone 
we could all strive to emulate. The day finally came 
for her to go home, but she had strict instructions 
about her funeral.  She told Pastor K that she didn’t 
want anyone to sing her praises at her funeral, but to 
sing the Lord’s praises.  She lived her deep and abiding 
faith.  Margaret will be sincerely and deeply missed. 
                    Barbara Huber Pearson
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Cherry Gross
1917   -   2010

A tiny little baby girl was 
born to Phillip and Anna 
Hochhalter on August 21, 

1917 in Winner, South Dakota.  She 
barely weighed 2 pounds and her 
parents didn’t know if she would 
live. They named her Amelia 
Marie Hochhalter and placed her 
in a towel-lined shoe box and put 
her in the wood stove oven, which 
was the best they could do for an 
incubator.  That baby survived and 
thrived for 93 years! There were 
American Indians in the area and 
they would visit the Hochhalters and when they saw the 
baby, she had very rosy cheeks, due to the wood oven, 
so they began to call the little baby, “Cherry” because 
she had cherry red cheeks. That nickname stuck and 
she never went by Amelia, everyone referred to her as 
“Cherry.”   By the time she was 20, she decided that 
she should legally change her name to Cherry.  
	 Philip and Anna were German immigrants, and 
one thing they brought with them was their strong 
Lutheran beliefs.  They were blessed with two other 
children, Hilda and Howard.  The Hochhalters moved 
a number of times but eventually settled in Idaho 
and the children graduated from Eden/Hazelton High 
School.  Cherry’s father was very involved in cars, he 
fixed them, sold them and had service stations.  
	 After Cherry graduated from high school, she 
became a hairdresser.  She owned a beauty shop in 
Idaho and ran it until the family moved to Portland in 
the late 1940s.  The family landed in southeast Portland 
and they looked for a “German Lutheran” church.  
They found Immanuel and became active members 
that turned into pillars of the congregation.
	 Cherry began working for the Bank of California.  
She played softball to keep active, but she excelled at 
bowling.  Cherry was Portland’s city bowling champion 
in 1949.  She continued to bowl and she encouraged 
others to as well the rest of her life.  She was very 
active at church, getting involved in Walther League 
and other young people’s activities.  It was during one 
of those activities she met a young man who caught 
her eye.  The young man was Fred Gross and he had 
recently graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
and came to Portland to work for the Bonneville 
Power Association.  Fred was six years younger than 

Cherry, but that didn’t make 
a difference to them, and they 
became a couple. On December 
16, 1950, they were married.  
Fred delighted in Cherry’s out-
going and gracious personality. 
The two of them made a 
wonderful team. Their team grew 
with the addition of two sons, 
Charles, and then Dale.  Both 
boys were baptized at Immanuel 
and grew up at the church.
   Cherry was famous for her 
caring and giving manner.  She 

was the epitome of hospitality.  She used that ability 
as a way to reach out to people and encourage 
them to attend church and church activities.  Pastor 
Johnson described her use of hospitality as different 
than others; she saw it as a way to serve her Lord.  
When someone new came to Immanuel, she was 
almost always the first one to greet them.  Not only 
did she greet them, she invited them to her home for 
dinner.  I remember when we first visited Immanuel, 
there was Cherry inviting us over for fried chicken. 
I thought it was because we were really special, then 
I learned that she did that for everyone, she made 
everyone feel really special!  She followed God and 
his example of hospitality, he reaches out to everyone 
offering them a relationship, and that is exactly what 
Cherry did.  She lived her faith, it was more than a 
concept or an emotion, and it became an action for 
her through her hospitality.  
	 Cherry did the same thing with her children’s 
friends.  It seemed effortless for her to feed all the 
children in the neighborhood; it was part of who she 
was.  She was her children’s constant supporter.  She 
loved going to their sporting events and cheering them 
on.  She loved taking them to the beach and exploring 
the wonders of the ocean.
	 Fred and Cherry were part of the Immanuel 
“Card Club.”  The members got together to play cards 
and especially to socialize.  It moved from house to 
house each month and many people commented that 
when it was at the Gross house, both Cherry and Fred 
went above and beyond to ensure everyone had a 
wonderful time.  Fred delighted in Cherry’s natural 
hospitable talents and learned from her and they 
became the ultimate hosts.  
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	 Cherry was very active in organizations at 
Immanuel.  She fully supported the Ladies Aid and 
Dorcas Guild and held just about every elected position 
in the organization.  Cherry’s sister, Hilda was right 
there beside her working at the church, they gave 
freely of their time and talents.  Cherry was a big part 
of Immanuel’s Tuesday School.  Each Tuesday, children 
from the nearby schools would come to Immanuel and 
have activities as well as Bible studies.  Cherry was 
right in her element, she had 100 children to feed and 
make happy!  She was a loyal member of the Immanuel 
choir, singing alto and if anyone missed a practice, she 
would call them to make sure they were okay.  
	 In 1977, Cherry faced enormous obstacles.  Fred 
wasn’t feeling well and he was finally diagnosed with 
a brain tumor.  He was scheduled for surgery but 
unfortunately, he died on the table during the surgery.  
The cancer had spread to his lungs, which was the 
actual cause of his death.  Fred was only 53 years 
old and Cherry and Fred had talked many times of all 
the traveling and adventures they would experience 
together after he retired, but that didn’t happen.  
Three weeks later, Cherry’s father died unexpectedly 
from heart failure.  People wondered how much one 
could endure, but Cherry dug deep into her faith and 
the Lord provided her strength.  A month later, Hilda 
moved into the house with Cherry and they started 
new chapters in their lives.  
	 Cherry’s family grew when her boys got married.  
Both Charles and Dale met their wives at Immanuel.  
Cherry couldn’t have been happier that they both 
married other Lutherans.  Then Cherry became the 
ultimate “proud grandmother.”  Charles and Debbie 
had three children, Andrew, Amy and Anna, and Dale 
and Jolene had two children, Angela and Johnathon.  
Those five grandchildren ultimately presented her 
with 10 great grandchildren.  
	 Hilda took over where Fred had left off, supporting, 
encouraging and delighting in Cherry’s hospitality.  
Cherry continued to invite all the new people to 
Immanuel over for dinner.  She would follow that up 
with letting the pastor know  who had been over, but 
more importantly, who hadn’t and encouraged him to 
do more follow up with those people.  Most of Cherry’s 
closest friends were people from Immanuel.  She would 
do anything for them and likewise, if Cherry needed 
something people would step up and help her too.  At 
one point in her life, Cherry needed to have allergy 
shots.  She knew that Bob Wilson gave his wife, Eileen 
shots, so she asked him if he would administer her 
shots to her.  Of course he said he would, so the next 

Sunday, Cherry arrived at church with the syringe.  
They went into the cry room and Bob thought he was 
to give her the shot in the arm, but she said that it 
had to be in her hip, so she pulled one side of her 
britches down a couple inches and she got her shots. 
	 Cherry loved the Portland Trail Blazers and sub-
scribed to the television Blazer package.  She invited 
fellow Blazer fans over to her house to watch and 
cheer on her Blazers.  She was a loyal fan and knew 
all the names of the team members and the coaches.  
One year Cherry and Hilda were attending a Beaverton 
High School musical, because their niece, Holly, had the 
lead in it, and they wouldn’t miss that for the world. 
The Blazers were playing a very important game.  Cherry 
asked if during intermission they would announce the 
score, and sure enough they did it for Cherry!
	 Cherry took on the huge task of being chairperson of 
Immanuel’s 75th Anniversary committee. The logistics 
were daunting; she had to figure out how to pull it all 
together.  She rented tents and seating as well as huge 
BBQ grills.  She kept meticulous notes on everything 
she did, including each telephone call she made. 
She lined up entertainment, speakers and coordinated 
the BBQ.  Cherry had a surprise in her pocket for the 
party, she convinced 4 young men to be the “Potato 
Heads” which was an enormous hit with the crowd!  
Bob Wilson was the chairman of the congregation and 
he award Cherry the “Pink Telly” which was a pink 
telephone in honor of the hundreds and hundreds of 
telephone calls she made for the event.  When he 
awarded it to her at the event, she said, “I’m glad I did 
this, but I’m glad I probably won’t be around for the 100th 
Anniversary because I don’t want to do this again.”  
	 Cherry and Hilda were so kind and generous with 
each other.  They lived together for 26 years and 
were each other’s best friends.  They traveled and 
volunteered together and encouraged and supported 
each other.  Their brother Howard died in 1989, so it 
was just the two of them after that.  In 2003, Hilda 
died.  That was very hard on Cherry, but her faith 
lifted her up and sustained her.  At that point, Cherry 
moved into an assisted living residence.  Now she had 
an entire staff to give treats to!  The staff loved to 
come to Cherry’s room because she always had candy 
or some other treat to share with them.  Cherry found 
a way to be a hostess no matter where she was.
	 God blessed Cherry in so many ways and on 
November 28, 2010, she received another blessing, 
she died peacefully in her sleep.  She was an amazing 
woman, and those that knew her will never forget her. 
                   Barbara Huber Pearson
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Jayne’s Blessing:    “We  give  thanks to you,
those who deliver this newsletter,

May the Lord bless you!”

Immanuel Lighthouse

Take twelve whole months,
Clean them thoroughly of all bitterness,
	 hate, and jealousy,
Make them just as fresh and clean as possible.

Now cut each month into twenty-eight,
	 thirty, or thirty-one different parts,
but don’t make up the whole batch at once.
Prepare it one day at a time out of these 
	 ingredients.

Mix well into each day one part of faith,
	 one part of patience, one part of courage,
	 and one part of work.

Recipe for a Happy New Year
Add to each day one part of hope,
	 faithfulness, generosity, and kindness.
Blend with one part prayer,
	 one part meditation, and one good deed.
Season the whole with a dash of good spirits,
	 a sprinkle of fun, a pinch of play,
	 and a cupful of good humor.

Pour all of this into a vessel of love.
Cook thoroughly over radiant joy,
	 garnish with a smile, and serve
	 with quietness, unselfishness,
	 and cheerfulness.

You’re bound to have a happy new year.


